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Caleb Miller, Xi ‘09

I remember when I asked my 
Pledgemaster, Tal Itzkovich, 
what I should expect from be-
ing pledgemaster. “Its constant 
work, but afterwards, you’ll 
wonder where all the time went”, 
he replied and then referenced 
some of the more trying times he 
faced as my pledgemaster. At that 
time, I had no idea how right he 
was. Few things in life had pre-
pared me for the awesome responsibility of trying to integrate 13 
guys into a tight-knit unit of 40 brothers while professing to be an 
expert on brotherhood. Far from knowing all there is to know from 
the start, I strongly believe that the Sigma class taught me more 
than I could ever teach them. 
And when the ten weeks 
were up, it was my turn to 
graduate and say goodbye to 
a fraternity I wasn’t ready to 
leave. 

The program started, as all of 
them do, with several small 
groups of freshman with no 
idea what to expect. Some 
of them had rushed heavily, 
while others joined because 
of their friends or other 
perks. However, somewhere 
between the huge time com-
mitments we scheduled and the endless memorization, the pledge 
class stopped functioning as several independent groups and quick-

ly started acting like a unit. Their willingness to be open with each other, 
sharing secrets and embarrassing moments with people they had known 
for less than a week, and helping one another so readily was astonish-
ing and more than I could have ever hoped for. While each pledge does 
require a personal approach from the pledge committee, I was ecstatic 
to realize that the Sigmas took it upon themselves to teach one another 
about themselves and what they felt constituted a strong, fraternal bond. 
This meant that some pledges would rush to sympathize with the situa-
tions and opinions of others, while others spent the beginning of every 
meeting on a phone, making sure their pledge-brothers were on-time. By 
the time we got to the camping trip towards the end of pledging, I had no 
doubt that the Beta Rho chapter, with the help of the Sigmas, was going 
to be the strongest it had ever been.

After the process was done and we inducted the new brothers, I came to 
understand a number of things about pledging I had not know before. 
Firstly, there is no one right way to lead the pledge program. If anything, 
a number of approaches are needed to help each pledge understand what 

they’re getting into, their responsibilities, and why they 
should value these bonds. Sometimes this means be-
ing touchy-feely, sometimes it means laying down the 
law. Secondly, being honest with the pledges is the best 
thing you can do. While the program does include some 
tricks and surprises, being candid and open with all the 
pledges, from the start, is the best way to develop a good 
relationship. Plus, most of them are smarter than you’d 
expect, so they’ll know if you’re lying. Finally, the subtle 
aspects of the program are the most important ones. 
While big speeches and activities make up the bulk of 
the program, the sideline conversations and time spent 
joking around are what make the program valuable, and 
work. Thank you to all of my pledges and the key assis-
tant Pledgemasters that made the process go as smoothly 

as it did. I couldn’t have asked for a better pledge class.
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In Loving Memory of Scott Franco, 
Eta ‘04
Lee Wilson , Epsilon ‘02

From the minute he stepped on stage as a tapdancing and singing 
janitor during the Orientation Talent Show, I knew that Scott was 
someone that I had to meet. His charisma and love for the arts was 
undeniable; his talent unfathomable. As soon as he joined AEPi, we 
became quick friends and our bond grew stronger as the years pro-
gressed. Throughout the course of our friendship, Scott shared with 
me many things. I remember sitting his room watching him as he 
composed songs, listening to him as he riffed on his guitar or key-
board and then there was Scott’s voice - an instrument that could 
only be bestowed by God. However, these were the lesser of Scott’s 
gifts that he shared with me and with those in his orbit. Those who 
knew Scott could attest to his unwavering compassion, his whole-
hearted love for his fellow man and his devotion to helping the less 
fortunate and making the world a better place in his own way.

I wish I could have seen Scott one last time - to tell him just how 
much his friendship meant to me. From the way he always ad-
dressed me as “bro” to his use of the phrase “right on” to the cheer-
ful lilt in his voice...there are so many things I will miss about 
Scotter. I wish he lived long enough to see all of his dreams fulfilled. 
I honestly don’t think there was enough hours in the day, enough 
days in the week, enough weeks in the year, enough years in a life-
time for Scott to truly accomplish all that he set out to accomplish. 
But, in the time that he was on this earth, he did the one thing 
that eclipses any unfinished masterpiece or any charitable work: he 
showed me what it means to not give a damn what anyone thinks 
as long as you are strong in your convictions.

Thank you Scott for letting me part of your world. I know you are at 
peace...well, that is, until God decides its time for you to conduct his 
heavenly choir. Until then, rest well, bro.
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